
SNAP to it, church! 
 

“For I was hungry and you gave 
me something to eat, I was 
thirsty and you gave me 
something to drink, I was a 
stranger and you invited me 
in,” - Matthew 25:35 
 
We all know that the federal 
government is shutdown and there is 
no sign of resolution. This is not a 
message about blaming any person or 
party for the shutdown. This is a 
message about being the church when 
the federal funding stops. When the 
government shuts down confusion and 
disorder opens up. There are federal 
employees who are working without 
pay and others who are on unpaid 
furlough. There are people being fired 
during this time as well.  
 
To bring it closer to home, the state of 
Michigan will stop issuing SNAP 
benefits at the end of the month. SNAP 
is the acronym for the Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program. Here are 
some stats on SNAP in Michigan:​
 
1.47 million: average number of 
monthly SNAP recipients (FY 2024) 
14.5% of Michigan's population 
received SNAP benefits (FY 2024) 
 
Stats on federal budget: 
$100 Billion spent on SNAP in (FY 
2024) 
1.5% SNAP’s share of federal spending 
(FY 2024) 
 



This video link below covers Lansing but it is personal to me because I know the person being 
interviewed.  
Fox News video 
 
With SNAP benefits being stopped until the funding resumes, people will be affected 
immediately. People are already struggling financially. With this news I imagine stress levels are 
already increasing. People now are going to struggle to find ways to put food on the table.  
 
So, I have stated the problem. Now what is the solution? The church has a huge 
opportunity to step in to be a part of the solution. We currently have a tiny food pantry but, if you 
have not looked into it recently it is nearly empty. One thing we can do is start contributing to the 
food pantry. The need will only grow therefore we must increase the supply. It is perfect timing 
that we will be hosting the chili dinner on November 7th. This will be an opportunity to feed 
people. We can start planning the next meal. We can pray for the end of the shutdown. We can 
pray for families affected. We can reach out to our neighbors and see if they need anything. We 
can invite people over for a meal.  
 
This is not a time to sound the alarm of fear and panic. This is a time to rise up to the occasion. 
May the Holy Spirit pour onto us a heart for the poor. In Lansing, I saw poverty everyday in the 
homeless on the street. I am learning that rural poverty looks different but it is just as real. Our 
community needs our church to care for their needs. How are we going to meet those 
needs? 
 
I know our kids keep bringing their quarters to Sunday school to buy food for the pantry. May we 
come alongside the children. Save your quarters and bring them to church. Clear out your 
pantry and bring items.  
 
I pray that we SNAP to it, church.  
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.fox47news.com/neighborhoods/downtown-old-town-reo-town/mid-michigan-families-face-uncertainty-as-snap-benefit-issuances-are-paused?fbclid=IwY2xjawNshARleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFObFdYQnFMVVI2U0RMVzNKAR7s_hh272C-5-oQ5h4Wm8wFFNuxfE1CAZ2ozVxEQvePsk6WOLpB_EJ8uVcr2g_aem_9TFmb2oXc_WwsnN2aLx1bA

