
Summer Review
Summer is fading out and Fall is fading in. You may have noticed that there has not been a church
newsletter since May. I did this intentionally. I had planned for a slower paced summer. Unfortunately
that plan was not well executed. I planned on taking a spiritual retreat, but that never happened. Maybe
you had some summer plans that went unexecuted as well. I hope that you enjoyed what did happen this
summer.

Let me highlight some things that happened this summer in the life of the church:
Worship space for kids 
We took a break from Sunday school but we brought back a kidspace into our sanctuary. We did this to
communicate to everyone, especially children, that they fully belong in the sanctuary. We want to design
worship with everyone in mind. 

Fundraising
We have not only had one rummage sale but we have had two rummage sales this year and we will have
another on September 12th. This has raised $2,000. We raised even more because of the generosity of
someone who motivated us to raise $30,000 through a $15,000 matching donation. I was shocked at how
fast the church responded to this motivating incentive. This year we were met with a wave of urgent
building projects but that wave did not knock us down. It bound us together as a church. We are reminded
in this season that we the people are the church and the building is an asset and tool for ministry that we
are entrusted to steward well. 

Worship 
We went through the 7 week long series of Flourish & Thrive. This series was launched by Rev. Sari
Brown as our guest preacher. We explored different aspects of our life. We looked at how through seeking
the kingdom of God that we can thrive in our relationships, health, character, finances and more. We even
got to see pastor David bring his creative music into worship. He played piano and sang “Take Me Back”
by Cochren & Co. He also sang acapella, “I Still Haven't Found What I'm Looking For” by U2 in the
middle of his sermon. 

Building Projects
This year we have been hit with some unforeseen building projects. We had our boiler go down. We had
some roof damage. We had some water damage in different places. We had some brick work needed. This
summer we have even had an AC unit stop working for us. On the rainy Sunday morning with Sari Brown
as our guest preacher we had a leak from the bell tower area and our AC was out. I say all this not to
overwhelm anyone but to remind us what we have gone through. Our trustees have stepped up together as
a team that I am really proud of. I encourage us all to thank our trustees (Chris Gorski, Eric Mapstone,
Brock Sinclair, Lisa Barrus, Jason Fisher, and Dave Kerekgyarto).  
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Communication
Communication is important to the life of the church. In a fast paced and noisy world church
communication is challenging. There are so many tools to communicate and yet it can be so hard to cut
through the noise. We are launching a new texting service. Don’t worry this is NOT a new app for you to
download. Text the word “opt in” to the number: (833) 481-6972. This will get you included on the church
texting. We will use this as a way to easily send a broadcast text to the entire congregation with important
news. You will only get these texts if you text the number above. We will text you about big news and
events and if something is cancelled. You can also use this number to text in your prayer requests. 

Sonshine Spectacular
On August 15, the church left the building and we set up under the big pavilion at Bachmayer park. It was
good that we reserved the pavilion because we did get some rain. The Sunshine was not breaking through
the clouds but the Sonshine was spectacular. The Son of God shines through spirit-filled disciples when
they become the hands of feet of Jesus who came to serve. We had the opportunity to serve children in our
community. We put together goody bags to hand out. We served food. We played music. We shared the
story of Jesus transfiguration and the kids had fun making crafts, playing cornhole, wiff le ball and
bouncing in the bounce house. Your generosity and time serving makes things like this happen. Inside
those goody bags were fun little items and invitations to Back to Church Sunday on September 20th at
9:30am.

“Seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these
things will be given to you as well.” - Matthew 6:33 NRSVUE

How to Be a Poet
By Wendell Berry
(to remind myself)
i   

Make a place to sit down.   
Sit down. Be quiet.   
You must depend upon   
affection, reading, knowledge,   
skill—more of each   
than you have—inspiration,   
work, growing older, patience,   
for patience joins time   
to eternity. Any readers   
who like your poems,   
doubt their judgment.   

ii   

Breathe with unconditional breath   
the unconditioned air.   
Shun electric wire.   
Communicate slowly. Live   
a three-dimensioned life;   
stay away from screens.   
Stay away from anything   
that obscures the place it is in.   
There are no unsacred places;   
there are only sacred places   
and desecrated places.  

iii 

Accept what comes from silence. 
Make the best you can of it. 
Of the little words that come 
out of the silence, like prayers 
prayed back to the one who prays, 
make a poem that does not disturb 
the silence from which it came.

THERE ARE NO UNSACRED PLACES; 
THERE ARE ONLY SACRED PLACES 

AND DESECRATED PLACES.



Church Events
Sat, Sept 12, Rummage Sale, 9am–4pm (sign up to help)
Sun, Sept 13, United Women in Faith, following Worship
Sun, Sept 20 Coffee Hour Following Worship

UMC Event
Sun, Sept 13, Fuel the Fire Conference, 3–6pm, Troy FUMC
Sun, Oct 28, Church Conference, 7pm via zoom

SUMMER + SEPTEMBER
BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

WEDDINGS:
Greg and Gail Betz (06/11/1977),
Eric and Emily Frederick (06/22/2002)
Chris and Alyssa Gorski (07/02/2005)
Ryan and Julie Mapstone (08/09/2003)
Mike and Cindy Frederick (08/10/1974)
Janet and Ron Crist (08/16/1997)
David and Star LaLone (08/30/2008)
 
Birthdays:
June
Peggy Piotter (06/02/1962)
Doug Marks (06/02/1976)
Bradley Emerson (06/03/1985)
Mike Frederick (06/17/1953)
Rachel Reed (06/18/1976)
Henry Frederick (06/21/2005)
Bonnie Love (06/23/1956)
Amanda Iffland (06/25/1980)

July
Lauren Gust (07/04/2011)
Jerry Villegas (07/05/1944)
Samantha Smith-Emerson (07/08/2008)
Alyssa Gorski (07/10/1980)
Sarah Kerekgyarto (07/23/1980)

September
Judy Mershon (09/06/1939) 
Jonathan Fisher (09/06/2007)
Veronica LaLone (09/06/2014)
Isabelle Medley (09/12/2007)
 Blake Iff land (09/14/2007)
Linda Polter (09/15/1947)
Josh Villegas (09/17/1983)
 Josh Gust (09/18/2015)
Dave Kerekgyarto (09/23/1982) 
Debbie Lake (09/23/1955)
Michelle Kerekgyarto (09/26/1985)
Chris Barrus (09/27/1995),

August
David LaLone (08/01/1986)
Hannah Gust (08/03/2009)
Dorothy Handy (08/05/1939)
Phyllis Mallory (08/05/1934)
Ryan Mapstone (08/10/1976)
Ken Lake (08/16/1954)
Garrett Iff land (08/18/2011)
Lane Emerson (08/21/2011)
Levi Marks (08/22/2012)
Ron Crist (08/24/1968)
Carolyn Klump (08/25/1938)
Cindy Frederick (08/29/1955)
Katy Gust (08/29/1984)

Bud Peacock 
Dec 2, 1930 – August 17, 2026
At Bud’s memorial service, we
heard many stories as the mic was
being passed without a heartbeat
between. We laughed and cried.
His presence was felt. Bud lived a
good long life of 95 years. He will
be greatly missed. He was a staple
to our church and community. 

Samantha Ghent 
April 23, 1976 – August 28, 2026
Sam was pastor David’s aunt. He
was very close to her. She died at
the young age of 50 from cancer.
She came into his life 8 years ago
after his dad died of a sudden
heart attack and his aunt Kathy
died from suicide in 2018. He will
attend her Celebration of Life on
October 4  at 1pm. It is on a
Sunday so pastor will not be
present in worship.   

th

 

David Price 
August 8, 1959 – June 4, 2026
Earlier this summer we held a
memorial service for Erin
Sinclair’s dad. The service began
with military honors for his
service in the Air Force. After
retiring, he worked for the VFW
to serve veterans. At his service
his family shared stories of his
life. We laughed and cried. 

 

In memory of



Finanace
Just like all our other committees, finance is working hard. Ken Lake stepped in as our new treasurer. Katy
has helped show him the ropes. They have been managing the money that has come in through fundraising
and paying bills for our various building projects. They have been creative with our endowment to cover
some expenses. As funds have been increasingly tight they have been exploring different options. They have
also been working at improving transparent communication to the congregation of our financial situation.
We are working on a letter to be sent out to members of the church. In that letter is a request for folks to
continue giving to the building fund as God leads them and to continue giving to our general fund. This goes
to fund the mission of the church. 

We want to encourage people to give online if that would be a more convenient option. This allows for you
to give automatic recurring donations. It is also easy to make adjustments to your giving. One new option
that has been made available is to donate stocks and crypt currency through Vanco, our online donation
portal. Options like this and other planned giving from your IRA or other assets can save you money on
taxes and allow you to give generously to the church. If you want to know more about planned giving reach
out to our finance committee.  

 

WRAPPING OUR ARMS AROUND OUR COMMUNITY SO
EVERYONE CAN BE TRANSFORMED THROUGH GOD'S LOVE

Giving May June July August

General Fund
Weekly average

$1,685 $1,376 $1,565 $2,730

General Fund total $8,429 $5,507 $6,260 $13,652

Building Fund $270 $252 $320 $261

Boiler match $1,750 $10,998 $2,990 $15,000

Missions $20 $330 $20 $35

other $1,000 (scholarship
$150 (memorials)

$210 memorials
$20 education

REPORTS

Worship
This committee meets every month to pick out next month's songs. They recently made some changes to
trim some time from our worship service without taking away anything of value. It is important that
worship stay engaging and f lows well. We want you to experience God. 

On September 20th we are having a special Sunday: Back to Church Sunday. This is a national church
event. This is a Sunday designed to reach guests in our community. How will they come to church?
They need to be invited. The best form of invitation is a personal one. We are making invite cards for
you to hand to neighbors and friends that you want to see come to church. We will have some special
music, a photo booth, and coffee hour refreshments afterwards. Pray for God to lead you to invite
someone to church. I pray we are ready to welcome guests in.  



Nomination & Leadership Development
The UMC practices a rotation of leadership to give persons rest and to allow fresh leaders to step into
positions. Each year this committee has the responsibility of nominating people they see as good fits for
roles. Last year pastor David made the goal of getting m ore men involved on committees and that goal
has been a success. This year he has made it a goal to grow younger on our committees. One way to do
that is to nominate people under 50. That’s young right? Another way of growing younger is looking to
our youth and young adults. We are looking to fill seats on our church council with one youth (13-17)
and one young adult (18-30). Not only does that tilt the scale to lower average age of persons on
committees, it directly brings a youthful perspective to the table where decisions are made. 

Growing younger is one way that this committee is working to develop leaders for the future, Our young
people are the future church but they are also the church of the present. They need to know that they
belong and that they have a voice and a vote. Leadership development is important to the health and
well-being of the church. A thriving and growing church equips everyone in the church to use their
gifts. I encourage you to pray for everyone on committees that they know and use their gifts. I also
encourage you to reevaluate your own gifts and how they can best serve the church in your current
season.  

UMW
Our Women’s group is staying active. They have planned their activities for the rest of the year below:

Sept 13 Women's meeting 10:45 Food: Jayne & Joann 
Sept. 20 Coffee Hour food: Lisa & Janet

Oct. 11 - All church outing to Gust Brothers Pumpkin Farm !:00 pm meet up in the church parking
lot to carpool 
Oct. 18 - Coffee Hour food: Linda S. & Lynn

Nov. 8 - Women's Group Luncheon & Program 1:00 pm - more details to follow. 
Nov. 15 - Coffee Hour food: Jayne & Star

Dec. 13 - Women's Meeting Food: Lisa & Judy W.   
Mission: We will be putting together "Purses for a Purpose" and delivering them to the Catherine Cobb
House in Adrian. More details to come. They will be giving us a list of things to put in the purses. 

Dec. 20 - Coffee Hour Food: Joann & Janet

SPRC
Staff Parish Relations Committee is often referred to as the HR department of the church.
Every year they are given the task of evaluating the pastor. They are given an evaluation survey
to rate the pastor on 7 different categories and over 50 different aspects of pastoring. This
reveals strengths and weaknesses that our pastor brings and ultimately it allows for growth. It
is good to evaluate our leaders and to evaluate our church. 

SPRC also has the duty to hold staff accountable while also supporting them the best they can.
Each staff person has a staff support person on the committee. That is the first person staff call
when they have an issue or need help. The SPRC’s goal is to ensure good relationship between
staff and the church. 



 Trustees
Completed projects;

Parking lot resurfacing, and re-lined
Bell Tower Flat Roof has been replaced
Bell Tower tuck-pointing has been completed, along with some additional tuck-pointing repairs to other
areas of the church
Water leaks at the former Sr. High basement classroom, and boiler room have been repaired. 
Sanctuary Air Conditioner condenser motor was replaced

In Progress:
Boiler replacement scheduled to start 9/9/26.
Shingled Roof over elevator entrance- we have filed an insurance claim, working with Brotherhood
Mutual to determine coverage. Church has a $5,000 deductible.
Iott Electric has been authorized to repair/ replace the parking lot light fixture
Men’s Bathroom near Wesley hall- a plumber has been authorized to replace the valve of the urinal. 
Lights in the lounge to have ballasts replaced
Wood burning fireplace at parsonage to be cleaned and inspected. 
The roof where the sanctuary and bell tower intersect is leaking and needs repair- we are getting quotes

Upcoming Projects;
Parsonage large living room window seal is out. we are getting quotes to repair/ replace
4 old drafty wood windows remain in the parsonage; we are getting quotes to replace with vinyl.
The f lat roof over the education wing needs repair where it intersects the peaked roof of the chapel. This
area only leaks when the snow builds up in that area. We are getting estimates to fix before winter.
Ceiling tile in the Pearl Street Entrance needs to be replaced after tuck-pointing and roof repairs are
completed. This can be a work bee project.
Brick retaining wall and boiler room door need to be repaired
Wesly Hall needs to be stripped and waxed. This will be a work bee project.
Office entrance and parking lot entrance porch roof soffit areas need to be replaced. We are getting
quotes.
Carpet in Sr. High room in basement to be replaced.
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